
raent; and by tbe same act it it made
high misdemeanor for any officer of the
United States to enter, in its behalf, into a
contract with a member of Congress.

Bat if a member withdraw from a eon
tract it may be concluded with the other
partners. Opinion of Attorney General, 4,
47. A contract with one who is elected a
member of Congress daring its continuance
is not affected by such election. Ibid., 5,
C97.J

The Postmaster General has no power,
under the law, to release bidders and con-

tractors and their sureties from their liabil-
ities on the allegation of real or supposed
mistakes of any kind in making proposals.
Ha particularly requests that, before bid-
ding, the fullest inquiry and inrestigation
be made in regard to the route, distance,
serrice, weight of mails, oest of stock, feed,
and all expenses existing and likely to oc
cur during the contract term, and with due
consideration of the consequences imposed
by law on delinquents.

Contracts to be executed and filed in the
department by the first day of

June.
Under the provisions of section 245 of the

act approved June 23, 1871, the Postmaster
Ueneral Has prescribed tbe 1st day of June,
1875, on or before which day the contracts
of accepted bidders must be received at tbe
Department in Washington, executed in
due form.

Accepted bidders not complying with this
regulation shall be considered as having
failed to comply with their proposals, and
the Postmaster General may proceed to
contraot for the service with other parties,
according to law.

Contracts received at the Department af
ter June 1st will not be considered by the
Postmaster Ueneral.

FORM OF PROPOSAL, BOND,
CERTIFICATE.

AND

Proposal.
The undersigned , whose post-offi-

address is , county of , State
of , proposes to carry the mails of the
United States, from July 1, 1875, to June
30, 187 , on route No. , between and

, State of , under the advertise-
ment of the Postmaster General, dated De-

cember 1, 1874, ''with ceierity, certainty,
and security," for the annual sum of
dol'.ars; and if this proposal is accepted he
will enter into contract, with sureties to be
approved by the Postmaster General, with
in ths time prescribed in said advertise
ment.

This proposal is made with full know
ledge of tbe distance of the route, the weight
of tbe mail to be carried, and all otber uar
ticulars in referenoe to the route and service;
and, also, after careful examination of the
laws and instructions attached to advertise
ment of mail service.

Dated - , Bidder.

Oath required by section 245 of an act'of
Congress approved June Z.J, 1874, to
be o fixed to each bid for carrying the
mail, and to be taken before an officer
qualified to administer oaths.

I .of , bidder for carrying
the mail on route No. , from to
do swear that I have the ability, pecuniari-
ly, to fulfill my obligation as such bidder;
that tbe bid is made in good faitb, and with
the intention to enter into contract and
perform the service in case said bid shall
be accepted.

Sworn to and subscribed before me,
for the of , this

day of , A. D. 187 , and in
testimony whereof I hereunto sub-- skal
scribe my name ana attix my official
sent the day and year aforesaid.

Notr. When the oath is taken before a
justice of the pease, or any other officer not
using a seal, excepta judge of a United
States court, tbe certificate of the clerk of a
court of record must be added, under his
seal o office, that the person who adminis-
tered the oath is duly qualified as such
officer.

Bids of $5000 and upward must be ac-

companied by a certified check, or draft, on
some solvent national bank, payable to the
order of tbe Postmaster General, equal to 5
per centum on the present annual pay on
the route; or in case of nev service, not
less than 5 per centum of the amount of the
bond accompanying the bid, if said hondéate of
exceeds $5000.

The proposal niuxt be signed by the bid-
der or bidders, and the date of signing
affixed.

Direct to the' "Second Assistant Post-
master General, Post Offioe Department.
Washington, D. C," marked "Proposals,
State of ."

BOND.

Directions.

ÍT Insert the names of the principal
and sureties in full in the body of tbe bond;
also the date. Tbe signatures to the uond
should be witnessed, and the certificate on
the inside should be signed by a justice of
the peace, adding bis official title, or, if
signed by a Notary Pubho, be should affix

bis seal.
Know all men by these presents, that

, of , in tbe State of
prineipal. and - and of

, in the State of , as sureties
are held and firmly bound onto the United
states of America in the just. and full sum
of dollars, lawful monev of the
United States, to be paid to the said United
States of America or its duly appointed or
aumoruea ouicer or omcers; to me pay-
ment of which, well and truly to be made
and done, we bind ourselves, our heirs, ex-
ecutors, and administrators, jointly and
severally, firmly by these presents.

bealed with oar seals, and dated this
day of ,187 .

Whereas, by an act of Congress approved
June 23, 1874, entitled "An Act making
appropriations for the service of the Post
Office Department for the fiscal year en dins;
Jane thirtieth, eighteen hundred and seven

and for other purposes,' it is pro
vided: "that every proposal tor carrying
the mail shall be accompanied by the bond
of the bidder, with sureties approved by a
postmasier," in pursuance whereof, and in
compliance with the provisions of said law,
this bond ismade and executed, subject on
all the terms, conditions, and remedies
tbereon, in the said act provided and pre
scribed, to accompany the aforegoing and
annexed proposal of the said .

Aow, the condition of tho said obligation
13 such, that if tbe said .bidder
as aforesaid, shall, within such time after
his bid is accepted as the Postmaster Gen
eral has prescribed in said advertisement of
route JNo. , it, on or before the 1st
day of Jane, 1875, enter into a contract
with the United States of America, with
good and sufficient sureties to be approved
by tbe V ostraaster Ueneral, to perform the
service proposed in his said bid, and further
sbail perform said service according to bis
contract: then this obligation shall be void,
otherwise to be in full force and obligate n
in law.

In witness whereof we have hereunto set
our hands and seals this day of ,
187 .

Witness :

STATE OF
County or

On this doy of --, 187
ally appeared before me

t. 8.1
L.
L. 8.

aud
sureties in tbe aforegoing bond, to

me known to be tbe persons named in said
bund as sureties, and who have executed
the same as such, who by me duly
sworn, and say, and each for

deposes and says, be has executed the
within bond, that his place of residence is
correctly stated therein, that be is the
owner of real estate worth the sum herein
after set against his name over and above
all debts due and owing by him, and all
Judgments, mortgages, and executions
against him, after allowing all exemptions
of every character whatever, the total sum
thus amounting to ($ )

1-
--.

Subscribed and swo n before me this
day of , 17 .

8.j

,

NoTg. When the above oath ia taken
before a justice of the peace or any other
officer not using a seal, except a J udge of a
U. S. the certificate of the clerk of a
court of record must be added, under his
seal of office, that the person who admin-
istered the oh ta is duly qualified as such
officer.

STATE OF
COUNTT OF

person-

being
depose him-

self

assured
dollars.

Court,

I, . clerk of the the same
being a Court of Record, do hereby certify
that , whose genuine signature
appears to tbe foregoing affidavit, was. at
the time of signing the same, a justice of
the peace in and for tbe county and State
aforesaid, duly qualified, and that all his
official acts as such are entitled to full faith
and credit.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto
set my hand as clerk, and affixed the seal
of said court, on this day of , 187

l. s. , Clerk.

CERTIFICATE OF POSTMASTER.
I, the undersigned postmaster at

after ihe exercise of due
diligence to inform myself of the pecuniary
ability and responsibility of the principal
and bis sureties in tbe aft regoing bond.
and of the unincumbered real estate owned
by them, respectively, do hereby approve
said bond and certify that the said sureties
are sufficient sufficient to insure the pay-
ment of double Ihe entire amount of the
said bond ; and I do further oertify that
the said bond was duly signed by

, and and , his sure
ties, before signing this certificate.

, Postmaster.
rated , 187 .

Instructions to bidders and postmasters ;
containing also conditions to be in-

corporated i a tbe contracts to
the extent the Department

may deem proper.
1. Seven minutes are allowed to each in- -

termed iate office, when not otherwise speci
fled, for assorting the mails.

2, On routes where the mode ofconvev
anoe admits of it, the special agents of the
fosi umce uepartmen, also post office
blanks, mail bags, locks and keys, are to
be conveyed without extra charge.

o " vv ay Dills or receipts, prepared by
postmasters or other agents of the Depart-
ment, will accompany the mails, specifying
the number and destination of the several
bags, to be examined by the postmasters.
to insure regularity in the delivery of bags
and ponches.

4. No pay will be made for trips not per
formed; and for each of euoh omissions, if
tbe failure be occasioned by the fault of tbe
contractor or carrier, three times the pay
of the trip will be deducted- For arrivals
so far behind time as to break connection
with depending mails, and not sufficiently
excused, one fourth of the compensation
for the trip is subject to forfeiture. For re-

peated delinquencies of the kind herein
specified, enlarged penalties, proportioned
to tbe nature Uereof and the importance
of the mail, may be made..

5. For leaving behind or throwing off
the mails, or any portion of them, for the
admission of passengers, or for being con
oerned in setting up or rattling an express
conveying intelligence in advancb Of the
mail, a quarter s pay may be deducted.

6. rines will be imposed, unless tbe de
linqnency be promptly and satisfactorily
explained by certificates of postmasters or
the affidavits of other credible persons, for
failing to arrive in contract time ; for neg
lecting to take the mail from, or deliver it
into, a post office; for suffering it to be
wet, injured, destroyed, robbed, or lost ;

and for refusing, after demand, to convey
the mail as freqently as the contractor
runs, or is concerned in running, a coach,
car, or steamboat on a route

7. Tbe Postmaster Ueneral may annul
the contract for repeated failures to run
agreeably tooontrct; for violating the pot
office laws, or disobeying the instructions
of the Department: for refuting to dis
charge a carrier when required by the De
partment to do so ; for running an exprés.
as aforesaid ; or for transporting persons or
packages conveying mailable matter out of
the mail

General may the lowest tendering guar- -
service on a by faithful without

therefor a pro rata increase on the contract
pay. lie may cbange schedules ot depar
tures and arrivals in all cases, and particu-
larly to make theui conform to connections
with railroads, without increase of pay,
provided the running time be not abridged.
The Postmaster Ge eral may also discon-
tinue or curtail the service, in whole or in
pari, in order to place on the route superior
service, or whenever the publio interests,
in his judgment, shall require d soon- -

tinuance or ci rtailment for any other cause;
be allowing as full indemnity to contractor,
one month's extra pay on the amount of
service dispensed with, and a pro rata com.
pensatioo for the amount of service retained
and continued.

9. will be made by collections
from, or drafts on, pos tin alters or other- -
wise, after the expiration of each quarter
say in November, February, May, and Au-

gust, provided that required evidence of
service has been received.

10. The distances given are believed to
be substantially correct; but no increased
pay will be allowed should they be greater
than advertised, if the points to be supplied
are correctly stated. Bidders must inform
themselves on this point, and also in refer
ence to the weight vf be mail, tbe condi
tion of hills, roads, stream, Ac, and all

turnpkes. pi ferries
or obstructions of any kind by which ex- -

nense mar be inourred. No claim for
additional pay. based on such ground, can
be considered ; nor for alleged mistaken or

as to tbe degree of service;
nor for bridges destroyed, lerries uiscob- -

tinued, or other obstructions oausing or in
creasing distance or expense occurring dur
ing the contract term. Offices established
after this advertisement is issued, an I also
during tbe contraot term are to be visited
without extra pay if the distance not
increased.

11. Bidders are cautioned to mail their
proposals in to reach the Department
by tbe day and hour named in the adver
tisement, as oías received niter iui time
will not be considered in competition with
bids of reasonable amount received in time.
Neither can bids be considered which are
without tbe bond, oath, and certificate re
quired by section 345, of June 23, 1874

12. Bidders snouia nrsi propose lor serv
strictly according to the

and if they desire, separately for
different service; and'ifthe regular bid be

the lowest offered for the advertised service,
the other propositions may be considered.

13. There should be but one route bid
for in a proposal. Consolidated or combi-

nation bids ("proposing one sum for two
or more routes ) cannot be considered.

14. The route, tbe service, the yearly
pay, tbe name and residence of the bidder,
(that is, his usual post-offi- address,) and
the name of each member oi a nrm wnere a
company offers, chould be distinctly stated

15. Bidders are requested to use, as far
as practicable, the printed proposals furn-
ished by tho Department, to write out in
full the sum of their bids, and to retain
O' .pies of them.

Altered bids should not be eubmitted.
No withdrawal of a bid will be allowed an

less the withdrawal is received twenty four
hours previous to the time fixed for open
ing the proposals.
"10. In case cf future of tbe accepted bid

der to execute a contract, or of the aban
donment of service during the contraot
term, the service will be and
re-l- at the expense of failing bidder or
contractor.

17. The Postmaster General reserves tbe
fight to reject any bid wbicb xay be deem-
ed extravagant; and also to disregard the
bids of failing contractors and bidders.
(Act of June 8, 1872, section 249.)

15. Ibe bid be ealed, superscrib
ed "Mail Proposals, State of," ad-
dressed 'Second Assistant Postmaster Gen-

eral, Contract Office."
19. Every proposal must be accompanied

by a bond with sureties approved by a post-
master, and In eases ihe amount
the bond exceeds five thousand dolían
($5000) by a postmaster of the first, second,
or third class. Bids for service, the nav for
which at the time of advertisement exceed
five thousand dollars, ($500u,) must be ac-
companied by a certified check, or draft,
payaoie to tne order ot tbe Postmaster Gen
eral, on some solvent national bank, of not
less than five per centum on the amount of
the annual pay on such route, and in case
of new or modified service, not less than
five per centum of the mount of tbe bou J
accompanying the bid, if theam.imtof aid
bond exceeds ($5000 i five thousand dolían-- .

The amount of bond required wish bid?,
and the present pay when it exceeds ($5-00- 0)

five thousand dollar!1, are stated in the
advertisement under the appropriate roite.

20. All checks depc-i'e- d wirh bid will
be held until contract is executed and serv-
ice cmomenced by tho accepted bidder.
Checks will be returned by mail on
the written request of the bidder.

21. Transfers of contracts, or of iutf rest
in contraéis, are forbidden by law, and con-
sequently cannot be allowed. Neither can
bids, or in'ere.--t in bids, be translerre t or
assigned to otber parties. Hi i.'ers will
iherefoie take that they will be ex-
pected to perform the ser v we awarded to
ihem through the wh.de com tract term.

22. Section 249 of the act. f June 8,
1872, provides that contraéis fur ihe trans
portation of the mail shall be "awarded to

8. The Postmaster order an bidder snfhcient
increa8e of route allowingaatees 'or performance,

such

Payments

misapprehension

be

time

act

ice advertisement,!
ihen,

should

where

theu

noti.e

other reference ! the mode of such trans
portation than may be iiecesi-ar- topioide
tor me aue celerity, certAinry, and security
ihereof." Under tlii law bid thtr pro-pe-

to transport the uiai's with ''celerity.
certainty, and security," having been de-
cided to be the only leira I bids, am con
strued as providing fur the entire mail,
however large, and whatever may be the
mode of conveyance necessary to in jure it
"celerity, ce.tainU, and security ," and
have tbe prrereuveover all ethers, aud no

ucia itciiiciuertii, eicepnor steamboat
routes.

23. A modification of a bid in any of its
essential terms is tantamount to anew bid,
a d cannot be received so as to interfere
with regular campet-tion- . Makinz anew
bid in proper form is the only way to modi
fy a previous one.

24. Postmasters are cautioned not t'A

sign me approval t tne bond of anv t.i.T- -
dir before the bond is signed by the bidder
and nis sureties, and not until entirely sat-
isfied of the sufficiency of the sureties. f'ee
sections 246 and 247, act of June 2:' 1874.
accompanying this advertisement.

25. Postmasters are al o liable to dis-
missal from office for acting as aecnts of
contractors of bidders, with or without com
pensation, in any business, matter, or thing
relating to the mail service. They are the
trusted agents of the Department, and can,
not consistently act in both capacities.

26. Ia all cases where the routes are nut
fully supplied with the necessary locks and
pouehes, it is the duty of the postmaster at
tho head of the ronte to make requisition
on the Contract Office of this Department
for such locks and pouches befure 1st July
next, provided the route te let.

MARSHALL JEWELL,
14:6w Postmaster General.

BLANK WATER RECEI1TS AS 1111 :
by the Depart merit of Arizona

are for sale cheap at The Citizen office.

W. F. M. Arny has lately been appoint
ed postmaster at Fort Defiance, Arizona;
and the postofflce at Maryvllle, In Mari
copa county, has been discontinued.

Maj. Ben. C. Truman republishes our
notice of his "Semi-Tropic- al California''

son," but does not give TiIe CrrrzEN cred-
it. Why not? Major Traman says " we
"have a large number of these books on
"hand at present, and will do them up
"nicely and send them, postage paid, to
"any address, for 82. It makes a neat

present, and will do the country good."

A country exchange gets off the follow-
ing on delinquent subscribers: "Looking:
over an old ledger, we see a loner array of
names of former subscribers who are In-

debted to us. Some of them, biive moved
aWay and are lost to sight, although to
memory dear. Others are carrying the
contribution boxes in our churches, and
others again have died and are angels in
heaven, but they owe us just the tome.


